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With a history of environmental consciousness, Costa Rica now aims to become a global lab––a
green hub to both share its expertise and obtain help in solving its own problems in this field.
The green center, a knowledge management system is a priority for the Costa Rican government.
Partnered with the Ministerio de Ambiente y Energía (Environment and Energy Ministry, MINAE),
the Costa Rican NGO Fundación para el Desarrollo de la Cordillera Volcánica Central (Foundation
for the Development of the Central Volcanic Range, FUNDECOR) is decisively involved in
developing the initiative, which is conceived as a virtual platform.
The idea was presented by Environment and Energy Minister Edgar Gutiérrez to the representatives
of the nearly 200 countries participating in the Conference of the Parties (COP21) to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), held in Paris Nov. 30-Dec. 12
(SourceMex, Jan. 6, 2016, NotiCen, Jan. 7, 2016; NotiSur, Dec. 18, 2015, and Jan. 8 2016).

Renewable electric matrix
In his speech to the assembly, Gutiérrez highlighted Costa Rica’s record as an innovator regarding
sustainable development (NotiCen, April 14, 2016). Describing Costa Rica as “a laboratory of how
things are effectively done,” the minister pointed out, as an example, that the country had increased
its forest cover from less than 30% in the 1980s to the present 52%. He also noted that Costa Rica’s
electric matrix has been mostly renewable since 2015, and that access to electricity covers 99% of the
Costa Rican population.
Covering some 51,100 sq km of land, in addition to approximately 589,000 sq km of territorial
sea, Costa Rica ranks among the planet’s top 20 countries in terms of biodiversity. As a tropical
country flanked by the Caribbean Sea on the east and the Pacific Ocean on the west, and with a
central mountain system, its microclimates contain more than 500,000 species––or 4% of the species
recorded worldwide.
Costa Rica’s image as a champion of environmental protection rests, among other elements, on its
Ley de Biodiversidad (Biodiversity Law), whose 117 articles are aimed at “conserving biodiversity
and the sustainable use of resources, as well as distribute derived benefits and costs in a fair way.”
According to the law, “the state exercises full and exclusive sovereignty over the elements of
biodiversity.”
At COP21, Gutiérrez said Costa Rica wanted its pioneering efforts to be recognized, “in order to
continue playing a role as a world-level laboratory, contributing to triangular cooperation and
linking countries through platforms of knowledge management and technology transfer.” And
he added, “From one of the planet’s most vulnerable regions, we argue that climate action must
include not only significant reductions of greenhouse emissions but also adjustment measures that
guarantee communities, particularly those that are the most vulnerable, will increase their resilience
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and human development… From a country aiming to become a global laboratory in the process
of de-carbonizing the economy, we come to propose that our commitments match what history
demands of us.”

A two-way initiative
The Costa Rican green hub is conceived as a two-way initiative to facilitate the exchange of
knowledge and expertise between Costa Rica and other countries.
“We have a proposal that we’ve called the ‘green hub’ (…) a center that we want to be of excellence
in knowledge and technology, and that, starting from there, we may share with the rest of the world
all those positive experiences we’ve been having here in the country, and add other components,
such as research and development, in order to continue to create new things,” Gutiérrez told
NotiCen.
The nation’s approach was well received by COP21 participants, MINAE Sector Coordinator for
Climate Change Pascal Girot told NotiCen, adding that the project still needed work on the twoway component. The idea is for Costa Rica “to be a space of knowledge for climate change, and be
somewhat of an international reference on this topic, but also to benefit from that,” he explained.
Girot pointed out that Costa Rica has a long history of investment in renewable electricity
generation, and an electric matrix that is 97% renewable. He also noted that the country’s electricity
and telecommunications company, the Instituto Costarricense de Electricidad (ICE) “over the
past 60 years (…) has been developing expertise in renewable energy that, today, is an ace up the
country’s sleeve, regarding the reduction of climate change emissions.”
He said that the forest policy has managed to revert deforestation in the country, “and to generate
forest coverage above 50% of the country, thanks to payment-for-environmental-services schemes
and similar plans.”
That, he said, is the strong card the country has to show the world. He added that visitors from
different nations come to Costa Rica to see what he described as the excellence that characterizes
ICE and other government agencies related to environmental care.
“But we also have weaknesses, and we have problems to solve,” he warned. As examples, he cited
public transport, waste disposal, and weak agricultural practices, saying that on those fronts, Costa
Rica needs “a helping hand” from countries that have managed to solve those issues.
“To a certain extent, the idea for the ‘green hub’ is that we are able not only to be a space for (…)
international cooperation or triangular cooperation, or to have somehow the image as a Costa Rican
agency for cooperation with countries that might need it, but also to receive, through that hub,
advice or expertise from other countries,” he said.
Costa Rica intends to launch the hub this year, a goal toward which it has taken steps, including
talks with other countries.
“We’re talking with the government of China about the possibility [for China] to help us with the
green hub, and at this point in time, we’re looking for other possible donors that could lend us a
hand, so to say, to get this moving,” Girot pointed out.
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China, whose government has been a key ally for Costa Rica in developing infrastructure since the
two countries established relations in 2007 (NotiCen, June 14, 2007, and Nov. 20, 2008) built the new
National Stadium at no charge––a US$100 million enterprise––and plans to build, also free of charge,
new headquarters for the National Police School, estimated at some US$25 million. China has also
donated police equipment, such as patrol cars.
Girot said the goal of the talks with China is to obtain funding for the hub’s design, “to have like a
virtual platform, something more technological.”
Before officially launching the green center, he said, Costa Rica wants “to ensure at least some basic
funding for the platform, and to put the program together.” The seed capital needed to get the hub
started is estimated at some US$3.5 million, FUNDECOR Executive Director Felipe Carazo told
NotiCen.
For the platform to operate at full force on a global scale––a goal that implies, among other
components, setting up servers in Africa and Asia––the estimate runs at some US$53 million, he
added.

-- End --
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